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The Discover U.S. Spending Monitor fell for the fourth consecutive month, dropping 3.1 to 76.6 in
December 2008. The decline puts the Monitor at a new record low. The two components of the
Monitor — economic confidence and spending attitudes — each declined to their lowest ever levels.
Pessimism about the US. economy hit a new bottom. In December, two-thirds (65 percent) of
consumers rated the economy as poor, and more than 70 percent of consumers think that things
are getting worse. Attitudes about personal finances were mostly unchanged from the previous
month, although a record number of consumers (23.4 percent) now rate their personal finances as
poor, and only 34.8 percent —a new low — see their circumstances as good or excellent. Nearly 55
percent of the country reports that their personal finances are deteriorating. That is barely better
than the record high number of people (56 percent) in November who felt the same way.

The lack of economic confidence had its effects on spending intentions. That component of the
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Discover U.S. Spending Monitor dropped in December, falling nearly 5 points from its November low. The number of consumers who said that
they intend to spend less in January 2009 rose to 34.4 percent from 21.3 percent the month before. The increase is to be expected for the month

following holiday shopping season, but the change compared to the same period last year is worth noting. In December 2007, 24.1 percent said
they would spend less in January 2008. That is more than a 10 point difference to the negative as far as spending is concerned, but it is indicative

of attitudes about spending as the economic downturn continues.

Consumers in record numbers are planning pullbacks on spending in virtually all of the categories tracked by the Monitor each month: 55 percent
say they are cutting expenses on discretionary items and household improvements; 52 percent are cutting back on major personal purchases; and
a record low 30 percent say they are likely to spend more on household expenses next month, no doubt reflecting both their economic concerns
and lower pump prices for gasoline. This follows a pattern of spending established during the holiday season when more than 63 percent of the
country — compared to only 52 percent this time last year — planned to spend less for gift giving than they did the year before.
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Not surprisingly, parents with children are among the most aggressive cost cutters. Nearly 59 percent are trimming discretionary expense; 56
percent are cutting expenses for household improvements; 53 percent a cutting back on major personal expense; and 17 percent are looking to
spending less on household necessities. All of these are up from the month before by as much as four (4) percent. They were also very cost
conscious holiday shoppers with nearly 66 percent claiming to spend less this year than last. That's more than three points ahead of the norm.
Only lower income Americans were more aggressive as a group with 70 percent saying they spent less on gifts this year.

Half (50.7 percent) of the country’s consumers claim that they have money left over when they are done paying monthly bills. That'’s slightly better
than the reading of 48.8 percent that was recorded in December of 2007. Of the people who think they will have money in their bank accounts at
the end of December 2008, 72 percent expect to have the same or more money left over than the month before. That is virtually the same reading
as a year ago.
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Baseline Index Questions

1* Generally, how would you rate the U.S. economy these days?

Excellent
Good
Fair

Poor

Not sure
Index

Dec
3.0
4.3
26.6
65.0
1.0
39.3

Nov
2.3

4.8

27.5

64.3
1.0

39.8

Oct
2.5
5.9
27.8

62.7
1.2

42.4

Sep
2.7
11.0
30.3

55.1
0.9
54.5

Aug

3.4
12.2
32.7

50.4
1.3

60.6

Jul

3.1
10.0
31.4

54.2
1.3

54.6

3* How would you rate your own personal finances these days?

Excellent
Good
Fair

Poor

Not sure
Index

5* Think for a moment about all the money you spend each month...

Dec
8.0
26.8
40.0
23.0
2.2
91.3

Nov
7.8
28.1
40.4
21.5
2.1
93.5

Oct
8.6
29.2
39.5
20.7
2.1
95.0

Sep
9.5
30.5
38.8
19.4
1.7
98.5

Aug
10.0
29.1
38.3
20.5

2.0
96.9

Jul
9.4
30.7
375
20.4
2.0
97.8

are you spending more, less or about the same as last month?

More
Less
Same
Not sure
Index

Dec
29.5
28.3
40.5
1.7
76.1

Nov
27.5
29.0
42.2
1.4
74.1

Oct
31.7
25.7
415
1.1
79.7

Sep
42.8
16.9
39.1

1.2
94.7

Aug
45.8
16.0
36.9
1.3
97.5

Jul
50.0
14.9
33.9

1.3

101.6

2* Are economic conditions in the country getting better or worse?

Better
Worse
Same
Not sure
Index

Dec
9.3
70.5
14.1
6.1
64.4

Nov
10.1
69.3
14.5
6.1
67.8

Oct
9.8
72.0
12.6
5.7
62.9

Sep
12.1
69.5
13.7
4.8
70.9

Aug
15.3
65.0
14.9

4.8
83.8

Jul
10.3
73.0
12.3

4.4
62.1

4* Are your personal finances getting better these days, or worse?

Better
Worse
Same
Not sure
Index

6* Do you think you will spend more, less or about the same next month?

More
Less
Same
Not sure
Index

Dec
16.1
54.5
27.2
2.2
68.2

Nov
15.5
56.3
25.8
2.4
65.7

Dec Nov
19.9 34.3
34.4 21.8
43.5 41.9
2.2 2.0
67.2 88.5

Oct
16.7
55.5
25.9
1.9
67.8

Oct
27.4
23.5
475
1.7
81.8

Sep
20.7
51.5
25.9
1.9
76.7

Sep
32.0
17.0
49.1

2.0
90.5

Aug
21.9
51.3
24.6
2.2
78.2

Aug
32.8
15.4
49.9
1.9
92.4

Jul
21.0
55.2
21.8

2.1
73.0

Jul
40.1
15.0
43.2

1.7
98.4
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7* Over the next 30 days, do you anticipate added expenses or a 8* When you finish paying all of your regular bills this month, will you
shortfall in income that would cause you to cut back on current have money left over?
lifestyle, spending habits?

Dec Nov Oct Sep Aug Jul Dec Nov Oct Sep Aug Jul
Yes 40.5 40.2 37.6 38.9 39.6 41.7 Yes 50.7 51.4 51.9 52.2 51.4 52.6
No 46.8 46.9 49.2 48.8 48.1 46.4 No 38.8 38.9 37.5 37.5 38.0 36.9
Not sure 12.6 12.9 13.2 12.2 12.3 11.9 Not sure 10.5 9.6 10.6 10.2 10.7 10.6
Index 95.3 95.6 100.1 98.5 97.3 93.8 Index 91.9 92.5 94.1 94.2 93.2 95.1
9* [Only those who answered yes to #6] Okay, will you have more 10* Suppose you lost your income suddenly. How many months would
money left over than last month, less money, or about the same you be able to continue living your current lifestyle before replacing your
amount? income?
Dec Nov Oct Sep Aug Jul Dec Nov Oct Sep Aug Jul
More 115 11.3 11.8 11.4 9.6 10.4 None 26.8 24.8 25.5 26.7 26.9 25.7
Less 26.6 22.4 20.0 23.2 24.2 29.2 1 mo. 18.0 17.6 17.0 16.1 16.9 17.5
Same 60.6 65.2 67.5 64.6 65.3 59.8 2 mos. 10.8 10.5 10.4 10.4 11.0 11.0
Not sure 1.2 1.1 0.7 0.8 1.0 0.7 3 mos. 10.6 11.2 11.2 11.8 9.7 10.6
Index 95.8 97.8 99.3 97.4 96.0 93.5 4 mos. 3.7 4.0 4.4 3.7 3.8 4.1
5 mos. 2.8 3.3 3.2 2.6 2.8 3.1
6 or more 22.6 24.0 23.6 24.6 24.2 23.6
Not sure 4.7 4.6 4.7 4.2 4.7 4.4
Index 95.3 99.9 99.2 100.3 98.5 98.4



1* Spending next month on household expenses?

Dec
More 30.4
Less 15.2
Same 52.7
Not sure 1.8

Nov
35.0
13.2
50.1
1.6

Oct
37.3
12.8
48.5
1.4

Sep
45.8
8.0
44.9
1.3

3* Spending next month on household improvements?

Dec
More 12.0
Less 54.6
Same 28.8
Not sure 4.6

Nov
12.7
51.9
30.7
4.7

5* Saving and investing next month?

Dec
More 12.0
Less 40.5
Same 44.2
Not sure 3.3

Nov
10.4
41.5
44.8
3.3

Oct
12.6
51.7
30.8
4.9

Oct
11.2
39.1
46.5
3.3

7. How much holiday shopping completed?

Dec
No start 29.4
Some 20.5
Half 15.0
About done 21.2
Done 11.8
Not sure 2.1

Nov
56.3
24.3
10.8
5.7
1.3
1.6

2007>

Sep
14.9
49.4
31.1
4.6

Sep
9.5
39.9
a47.7
3.0

Dec
28.5
23.2
15.0
21.7
9.9
1.8
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Aug
45.9
7.8
44.6
1.6

Aug
15.0
49.1
31.1
4.8

Aug
9.5
37.8
49.4
3.2

Nov
60.1
23.5
9.2
4.6
1.4
1.2

Jul

56.7
6.9

34.8
1.6

Jul
15.0
50.6
29.6

4.9

Jul
10.3
40.9
45.9
2.9

2* Spending next month on discretionary personal expenses?

Dec
More 9.4
Less 54.9
Same 32.9
Not sure 2.8

Nov
10.0
52.2
35.1
2.7

Oct Sep
7.6 10.0
53.7 50.7
359 36.6
2.8 2.6

Aug
9.9
52.0
35.2
2.9

4* Spending next month on major personal purchases ?

Dec
More 11.6
Less 51.6
Same 33.3
Not sure 3.6

Nov
12.2
48.9
35.3
3.6

Oct Sep
10.7 12.6
49.2 48.1
36.4 359
3.7 3.4

6. Holiday spending compared to last year?

Dec
More 9.9
Less 63.5
About same 24.8
Not sure 1.8

Nov
9.1

63.2

26.0
1.8

2007>

Aug
14.8
46.4
354
3.3

Dec
19.1
52.3
27.1
1.5

Jul
10.6
53.8
32.8
2.9

Jul
17.2
47.5
32.2
3.2

Nov
16.1
52.4
29.8
1.7
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Total Gender Age
Adults Male Female 18-39 40-64 65+

Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov
Index | 76.6 79.7 82.9 827 | 711 77.1 75.6 79.3 74.8 78.1 83.6 84.5

Rate Econ | Excellent 3.0 2.3 4.0 2.5 2.1 2.2 4.1 2.9 1.6 15 2.6 2.4
Good 43 4.8 55 5.7 3.3 4.1 4.6 5.0 3.8 45 4.8 5.0

Fair 26.6 275 28.7 29.7 24.8 25.6 26.4 28.1 26.3 26.7 28.1 27.6

Poor 65.0 64.3 60.9 61.0 68.6 67.2 64.0 63.3 67.4 66.2 62.5 63.3

Not sure 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.1 1.1 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.9 1.1 2.0 1.7

Econ Better | Better 9.3 10.1 12.2 11.6 6.8 8.8 11.8 12.7 7.0 7.9 6.7 7.3
orworse  I"Worse 705 | 693 | 666 | 682 | 739 | 703 | 686 | 67.0 74.7 73.1 67.1 67.8
Stay same 14.1 145 15.7 14.8 12.6 14.3 14.1 15.1 12.8 13.1 16.8 15.9

Not sure 6.1 6.1 55 5.3 6.7 6.7 55 5.2 55 5.9 9.4 9.1

Rate Excellent 8.0 7.8 10.6 8.8 5.8 6.9 9.3 8.9 7.0 75 6.4 5.4
Eﬂfsgeﬂ Good 26.8 28.1 28.5 30.3 25.3 26.3 25.7 27.3 27.9 28.6 27.6 29.6
Fair 40.0 40.4 38.3 39.0 41.5 41.6 375 38.7 40.9 41.3 45.8 43.8

Poor 23.0 21.5 20.1 20.2 25.4 22.6 25.4 23.1 22.2 21.1 17.1 17.5

Not sure 2.2 2.1 25 1.7 2.0 2.6 2.1 2.1 2.0 1.5 3.0 3.7

Personal Better 16.1 15.5 19.7 17.6 13.0 13.7 20.6 20.2 13.6 12.9 8.2 71
Eg‘t?;c;s Worse 54.5 56.3 51.3 543 | 57.3 57.9 48.9 50.8 60.3 61.2 58.8 61.6
Worse Stay same 27.2 25.8 26.9 25.7 27.4 25.9 28.6 26.6 24.1 23.6 29.9 28.3
Not sure 2.2 2.4 2.1 2.4 2.3 25 2.0 2.4 2.0 2.3 31 2.9

Spending More 29.5 27.5 25.1 23.7 33.3 30.7 31.6 28.5 27.8 25.5 27.0 28.8
tcoolf?g?red Less 283 | 29.0 297 | 304 | 271 | 278 285 29.2 306 T2 223 2238
Month Aboutsame | 405 42.2 43.5 44.6 38.0 40.0 37.9 40.7 40.3 42.0 49.2 46.9
Not sure 1.7 1.4 1.7 1.3 1.6 15 2.0 1.6 1.3 1.1 1.4 15
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Gender, Age
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Total Gender Age
Adults Male Female 18-39 40-64 65+

Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov

Index | 76.6 | 79.7 82.9 827 | 711 | 771 75.6 79.3 74.8 78.1 83.6 84.5

Spending More 19.9 34.3 18.6 29.0 21.0 38.8 20.9 39.9 18.9 30.4 18.8 25.8

Next Month - Tess 344 | 218 | 318 | 236 | 367 | 203 | 360 | 207 36.3 23.8 25.3 20.8

Aboutsame | 435 41.9 47.8 45.5 39.9 38.7 40.7 37.4 43.0 43.9 53.5 50.9

Not sure 2.2 2.0 1.9 1.9 25 2.2 2.4 2.0 1.9 1.9 25 2.5

Add Exp.or | Yes 40.5 40.2 36.4 37.7 44.1 42.4 43.9 442 41.3 39.9 28.4 29.0

22‘;[‘;%” No 46.8 46.9 51.5 51.7 42.8 42.7 45.3 44.4 46.4 47.7 52.8 52.7

Days Not sure 12.6 12.9 12.1 10.5 13.1 14.9 10.8 11.4 12.3 12,5 18.9 18.3

Money Left | Yes 50.7 51.4 57.4 548 | 44.9 48.5 492 50.1 51.3 52.1 53.6 54.1

After Paying "'No 388 | 389 326 363 | 442 | 412 416 42.4 388 383 303 296
Debts

Not sure 10.5 9.6 10.0 8.8 10.9 10.3 9.1 75 9.9 9.6 16.1 16.4

Money Left | More 115 11.3 145 12.9 8.3 9.8 15.2 14.6 9.3 9.4 6.2 6.3

compared  [Mess 26.6 22.4 22.2 18.7 31.6 26.0 27.1 21.7 27.4 22.6 23.7 23.9
to Last

Month Aboutsame | g0 6 65.2 62.1 67.4 59.0 63.1 56.0 62.5 62.6 67.3 69.2 68.5

Not sure 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.0 1.2 1.1 1.7 1.3 0.8 0.8 0.9 1.3

Months None 26.8 24.8 225 215 30.4 27.7 343 31.0 22.4 21.1 13.8 14.5

S‘f’ensti;:elf One 18.0 17.6 17.6 17.3 18.4 17.9 19.9 19.9 16.3 16.3 15.9 14.0

You Lost Two 10.8 10.5 11.3 10.6 10.4 10.4 11.8 11.7 10.6 10.2 8.0 75

Income Three 10.6 11.2 11.8 12.2 9.6 10.3 10.6 11.0 11.1 11.9 95 10.1

Four 37 4.0 38 4.4 37 37 31 37 45 4.4 4.2 4.0

Five 2.8 33 2.4 35 31 31 25 35 31 3.0 31 33

Six + 22.6 24.0 27.0 275 18.8 21.0 14.9 16.5 27.3 28.9 35.3 35.8

Not sure 47 46 36 31 5.6 5.9 2.9 2.8 46 42 10.2 10.7
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Income, Married
December 2008

Total Income Married Kids @ Home

Adults <$40k $40K to $75K $75K+ Yes No Yes No
Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov
Index | 76.6 | 79.7 | 63.9 | 65.0 | 79.2 | 80.9 | 91.2 | 954 79.7 84.1 70.7 705 | 739 | 79.3 | 784 | 79.8
Eg;en Excel 3.0 23 45 29 1.9 1.6 2.1 18 29 2.3 3.2 24 35 2.3 2.7 2.2
Good 43 4.8 35 3.9 5.2 4.8 4.4 5.4 46 5.3 37 3.9 45 47 4.2 48
Fair 266 | 275 | 210 | 227 | 273 | 287 | 330 32.5 28.2 29.5 23.8 23.3 274 | 29.0 | 26.0 26.5
Poor 650 | 643 | 696 | 688 | 647 | 641 | 60.0 60.0 63.5 62.2 67.8 68.7 63.6 | 633 | 66.1 65.3
Not sure 1.0 1.0 1.3 1.7 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.7 15 1.7 1.0 0.7 1.1 1.2
Sg‘t)tgr Better 93 | 101 | 90 | 87 85 | 102 | 109 | 12.0 9.6 10.9 8.7 8.4 101 | 11.8 | 86 8.8
or Worse | Worse 705 | 693 | 69.2 | 69.9 | 729 | 681 | 703 69.9 71.0 68.8 69.6 70.5 70.3 | 685 | 707 70.0
Same 141 | 145 | 132 | 133 | 139 | 155 | 155 14.8 14.4 15.3 13.5 12.8 143 | 147 | 139 14.4
Not sure 6.1 6.1 8.5 8.1 47 6.3 3.2 3.3 5.0 5.0 8.1 8.3 5.2 5.0 6.8 6.9
?::gonal Excel 8.0 7.8 3.8 35 7.3 4.8 15.1 15.7 9.2 8.9 5.8 5.6 8.1 8.6 8.0 71
Finances | G00d 268 | 281 | 131 | 126 | 302 | 306 | 42.7 45.0 30.6 32.7 19.7 18.5 269 | 282 | 267 28.1
Fair 400 | 404 | 405 | 413 | 461 | 479 | 34.2 32.4 40.4 41.2 39.3 38.8 383 | 396 | 41.2 41.0
Poor 230 | 215 | 400 | 397 | 156 | 151 6.6 6.4 17.8 15.4 32,5 34.3 251 | 216 | 215 21.4
Not sure 2.2 2.1 2.6 2.9 0.8 1.6 1.4 0.4 2.0 1.8 2.7 2.8 1.6 1.9 2.7 2.3
E;r:ﬁgi Better 161 | 155 | 11.4 9.9 175 | 158 | 222 225 17.3 17.3 13.8 11.8 189 | 192 | 141 12,5
Better or | Worse 545 | 563 | 616 | 641 | 526 | 544 | 484 49.6 53.9 54.0 55.8 61.1 520 | 53.0 | 56.4 59.0
Worse Same 272 | 258 | 239 | 225 | 290 | 281 | 285 26.7 27.2 26.8 27.1 235 276 | 257 | 268 25.8
Not sure 2.2 2.4 3.2 35 1.0 1.7 0.9 1.1 1.6 1.9 34 35 1.4 21 2.7 2.7
ggfn”s;rr‘gd More 205 | 275 | 343 | 361 | 299 | 252 | 231 19.3 28.2 25.2 31.9 32.1 333 | 285 | 27.0 26.7
to Last Less 283 | 290 | 287 | 276 | 256 | 280 | 303 32.2 28.1 29.0 28.6 28.8 281 | 280 | 283 29.8
Month Same 405 | 422 | 345 | 340 | 439 | 458 | 459 47.9 42.3 44.6 37.2 37.1 369 | 42.0 | 431 42.2
Not sure 1.7 1.4 25 1.3 0.7 1.0 0.7 0.6 1.3 1.2 2.3 2.0 1.8 15 1.6 1.4
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Income, Married
December 2008

Total Income Married Kids @ Home
LV <$40k $40k to $75k $75k+ Yes No Yes No
Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov
Index | 76.6 | 79.7 | 63.9 | 65.0 | 79.2 | 80.9 | 91.2 95.4 79.7 84.1 70.7 70.5 73.9 | 79.3 | 78.4 79.8
More 199 | 343 | 26.1 | 370 | 180 | 335 | 127 32.7 17.3 34.3 24.7 34.2 20.0 | 40.8 | 19.8 29.5
Spending | | ess 344 | 218 29.4 | 212 | 36.3 20.6 | 40.2 239 36.7 21.4 30.1 22.7 37.4 | 20.2 323 22.9
Next Same 435 | 419 | 411 | 387 | 445 | 445 | 46.1 42.9 443 42.6 42.1 40.4 406 | 37.0 | 456 455
Month Not sure 2.2 2.0 35 3.1 1.2 1.5 1.0 0.6 1.7 1.7 3.1 2.8 2.1 2.0 2.3 2.1
Addexp | yes 405 | 402 | 505 | 509 | 395 | 39.4 | 29.1 29.5 38.0 37.6 453 458 454 | 435 | 37.2 37.9
shortfall | No 468 | 46.9 | 334 | 339 | 502 | 480 | 627 | 617 50.5 49.9 40.0 406 | 438 | 448 | 489 | 483
30 days | Notsure | 12.6 | 129 | 161 | 151 | 103 | 126 8.2 8.8 11.6 12.5 14.6 136 108 | 11.7 | 14.0 13.8
$ After Yes 50.7 | 514 | 327 | 317 | 56.4 | 539 | 718 73.5 55.3 56.2 41.9 41.4 471 | 49.0 | 53.2 53.2
Debt Pay | No 388 | 389 | 545 | 571 | 354 | 365 | 218 20.9 35.7 34.7 447 47.7 448 | 433 | 347 35.8
Notsure | 105 9.6 128 | 11.2 8.2 9.5 6.4 55 9.0 9.0 13.4 10.9 8.1 7.7 12.2 11.0
$ Left More 115 11.3 11.4 12.6 | 10.8 9.5 12.4 12.4 11.0 11.6 12.7 10.4 13.3 135 10.4 9.6
\,\/,'IOL:;? Less 26.6 22.4 30.4 30.0 | 27.3 23.2 24.3 17.9 25.7 20.7 28.9 27.1 26.5 19.2 26.7 24.7
Same 60.6 65.2 56.1 56.1 | 61.0 66.1 62.8 69.3 62.3 66.7 56.5 61.1 58.9 66.4 | 617 64.6
Not sure 1.2 1.1 2.1 1.4 0.8 1.2 05 0.4 0.9 1.0 1.9 1.4 1.3 0.9 1.1 1.1
None 268 | 248 | 39.7 | 376 | 225 | 248 | 14.0 11.1 23.2 21.7 33.3 31.4 324 | 304 | 228 20.7
Mos Hold | One 180 | 176 | 224 | 231 | 185 | 180 | 123 11.4 16.8 16.2 20.2 20.7 202 | 184 | 165 17.0
Lifestyle | Two 10.8 | 105 | 10.1 9.2 126 | 128 | 107 10.7 11.3 10.4 9.9 10.6 12.0 | 11.3 9.9 9.9
Income | Three 106 | 11.2 6.8 8.3 121 | 116 | 154 14.9 11.9 12.4 8.3 8.5 109 | 11.1 | 104 11.2
Lost Four 3.7 4.0 2.6 2.4 4.7 4.4 4.9 5.6 41 43 31 33 33 4.0 41 4.0
Five 2.8 3.3 1.9 1.9 3.2 3.6 41 4.9 2.8 3.6 2.7 2.7 2.3 3.2 3.1 34
Six + 226 | 240 | 119 | 125 | 235 | 219 | 36.6 39.1 25.6 27.3 16.9 17.0 159 | 186 | 27.3 28.0
Not sure 4.7 4.6 4.7 5.0 2.9 2.8 2.1 2.2 4.2 41 5.6 5.6 2.9 2.9 5.9 5.8
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Category Spending

Gender, Age
December 2008
Gender Age
Dec Nov Dec Nov

M F M F 18-39 40-64 65+ 18-39 40-64 65+

Spending in Next More 26.9 33.3 315 38.0 28.8 31.6 32.4 35.2 34.7 35.0
Month on Household Less 16.4 14.1 15.6 11.2 17.8 14.0 938 14.8 12.8 9.2
Expenses Same 55.3 50.4 51.5 48.9 51.4 52.8 56.2 48.4 50.8 54.0
Not sure 14 2.2 14 1.9 2.0 15 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.8

Spending Next Month | More 10.1 8.9 10.3 9.7 12.7 7.0 5.1 13.2 7.7 5.2
on Discretionary Less 50.6 58.5 49.9 54.2 55.5 57.4 47.3 52.9 54.0 46.2
Entertainment Exp. Same 371 293 378 32.7 295 33.0 43.4 316 358 43.9
Not sure 2.2 3.3 2.0 3.3 2.4 2.6 43 2.3 25 47

Spending Next Month | More 14.0 10.3 134 12.1 13.9 11.3 7.8 15.1 115 7.9
on Household Less 50.1 58.4 48.2 55.1 54.1 56.9 50.8 51.1 54.3 48.9
Improvements Same 32.2 25.8 34.4 27.4 28.0 27.8 335 29.8 29.6 35.7
Not sure 3.6 5.4 3.9 5.4 3.9 41 8.0 3.9 45 75

Spending in Next More 125 10.8 12.8 11.7 15.2 8.7 6.7 16.2 9.2 7.2
Month on Major Less 47.4 55.2 46.8 50.8 49.8 55.4 48.3 471 52.1 47.2
Personal Purchases Same 36.9 30.1 37.6 33.2 31.8 324 39.7 33.3 35.6 40.6
Not sure 3.2 3.9 2.8 43 3.2 35 5.3 34 3.2 5.1

Next Month - More 14.7 9.7 12.4 8.7 16.6 9.2 4.4 14.4 8.0 3.6
Save/lnvest More, Less 36.8 437 39.1 43.6 38.6 41.7 43.5 40.0 42.1 44.9
Less or About the Same 45.6 43.1 46.2 435 415 46.2 48.0 42.1 47.3 474
Same Not sure 3.0 35 2.3 42 3.3 2.9 41 3.6 2.6 41
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DISCOVER

FIMNAMCIAL SERVICES

Category Spending
Income, Married
December 2008

Income Married Kids @ Home
Dec Nov Dec Nov Dec Nov
<40k | 40-75k | >75k | <40k | 40-75k | >75k Y N Y N Y N Y N
Spending in Next More 40.2 29.3 18.1 | 445 33.2 255 | 279 | 350 | 326 | 400 | 299 | 308 | 349 35.1
Month on Household Less 15.8 13.7 16.9 | 12.8 132 143 | 158 | 141 | 131 | 134 | 168 | 141 | 138 12.8
Expenses Same 41.2 56.3 645 | 40.7 52.7 59.3 | 550 | 482 | 531 | 439 | 51.2 536 | 49.8 50.4
Notsure | 2.9 0.7 0.6 2.0 1.0 0.9 1.3 2.7 1.1 2.6 2.1 15 1.6 1.7
Spending in Next More 10.3 8.3 9.7 95 9.0 11.7 8.7 107 | 100 | 99 10.9 8.4 11.7 8.7
Month on Disc. Less 61.1 55.1 47.8 | 57.9 54.1 457 | 545 | 556 | 511 | 546 | 58.7 | 52.2 | 55.0 50.2
Entertainment Exp. Same 24.1 354 421 | 278 35.8 419 | 352 | 288 | 36.8 | 31.3 | 283 | 362 | 310 38.0
Not sure | 4.5 1.1 0.4 48 1.1 0.7 1.6 49 2.0 4.2 2.1 3.2 2.2 3.0
Spending in Next More 11.2 10.9 145 | 111 11.4 160 | 117 | 127 | 133 | 115 | 135 | 110 | 150 11.0
Month on Household Less 59.6 56.2 482 | 55.7 53.7 466 | 552 | 534 | 522 | 515 | 564 | 533 | 54.2 50.4
Improvements Same 22.6 30.4 357 | 25.7 319 358 | 299 | 268 | 314 | 291 | 265 | 304 | 26.8 33.4
Notsure | 6.6 25 1.6 75 31 1.6 3.3 7.0 3.2 7.9 3.6 5.3 4.0 5.2
Spending in Next More 12.2 9.3 12.9 12.0 11.3 13.6 10.6 13.3 | 119 | 130 13.1 10.5 13.6 111
Month on Major Less 57.4 52.6 443 | 56.0 50.2 407 | 521 | 50.6 | 484 | 499 | 533 | 503 [ 49.0 49.0
Personal Purchases Same 25.0 35.9 416 | 257 36.5 449 | 348 | 304 | 371 | 313 | 301 355 | 338 36.3
Notsure | 5.3 2.2 1.2 6.2 2.1 0.8 25 5.7 25 5.8 35 3.7 36 36
Next Month - More 9.2 12.0 16.1 8.6 9.2 144 | 116 | 127 | 105 | 102 | 143 | 103 | 13.0 8.4
Save/lnvest More, Less 53.4 38.6 253 | 53.9 415 274 | 383 | 445 | 385 | 479 | 400 408 | 403 425
Less or About the Same | 328 | 476 | 570 | 320 | 475 | 573 | 476 | 380 | 486 | 367 | 428 | 453 | 436 | 456
Same Notsure | 4.6 1.7 1.6 55 1.8 0.9 2.4 4.9 2.4 5.2 2.9 3.6 3.0 35
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FIMNAMCIAL SERVICES

Holiday Spending

December 2008

Gender, Age
Gender
Dec08 Dec07 Dec08 Dec07
M F M F 18-39 40-64 65+ 18-39 40-64 65+
Spending this holiday More 12.3 7.8 21.3 17.2 13.2 7.4 5.2 24.8 14.3 12.4
season? Less 58.9 67.4 47.2 56.6 63.3 66.9 56.2 524 55.0 45.8
Same 27.0 22.9 30.3 24.4 21.3 24.4 36.7 21.1 29.5 39.9
Not sure 1.8 1.8 1.2 1.8 2.2 1.2 1.9 1.7 1.2 1.9
How much shopping No start 335 25.9 335 24.2 33.2 25.7 26.3 31.8 24.8 26.6
completed? Some 18.4 223 20.9 25.1 19.7 21.6 20.5 23.9 227 21.9
Half 15.1 15.0 14.3 15.7 15.2 15.2 13.8 13.7 16.9 14.9
Ab't done 20.7 21.6 20.7 22.6 20.4 22.6 20.4 20.8 23.3 20.9
Done 10.1 13.2 8.8 10.7 9.4 13.2 15.7 8.2 10.8 12.8
Not sure 2.2 2.1 1.8 1.7 2.0 1.7 3.3 1.6 1.4 2.9
Income, Married
Income Married Kids @ Home
Dec08 Dec07 Dec08 Dec07 Dec08 Dec07
<40k | 40-75k | >75k <40k | 40-75k [ >75k Y N Y N Y N Y N
Spending this holiday More 10.1 9.1 11.0 17.2 19.3 24.5 9.5 10.5 19.1 19.0 13.0 7.7 23.6 16.1
season? Less 69.7 62.6 57.6 60.6 49.6 40.3 63.4 63.8 50.8 54.7 65.5 62.0 53.5 51.6
Same 175 27.7 30.9 20.5 30.7 35.0 25.9 22.7 29.2 23.7 19.8 28.4 22.0 30.4
Not sure 2.7 0.6 0.5 1.7 0.4 0.2 1.2 3.0 0.9 2.6 1.6 1.9 0.9 1.9
How much shopping No start 395 23.0 20.1 39.5 19.2 16.4 23.6 40.1 22.2 38.7 26.5 314 26.5 29.8
completed? Some 217 22.2 17.7 | 241 25.1 195 [ 204 | 208 | 234 | 228 20.3 20.7 24.9 22.0
Half 115 17.6 19.1 11.4 18.3 19.8 17.0 11.3 17.0 11.9 17.2 13.5 15.2 14.9
Ab’t done 14.1 23.2 29.9 14.7 25.0 34.2 24.9 14.3 26.1 14.5 24.0 19.3 24.2 20.2
Done 104 125 12.3 8.3 11.8 9.6 12.7 10.1 10.2 9.3 10.7 12.4 7.9 11.1
Not sure 2.8 1.4 0.7 2.1 0.6 0.5 1.4 35 1.2 2.7 1.3 2.7 13 2.0
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